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First records of White–bellied Parrot Pionites leucogaster for Colombia 
Primeros registros del Loro Vientriamarillo Pionites leucogaster para Colombia 
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Abstract 
We present the first confirmed records of the White–
bellied Parrot Pionites leucogaster for Colombia. Three 
sightings of flocks come from flooded várzea forest on Isla 
Ronda and the northern bank of the Río Amazon in March 
2008 (including a photographic record), June 2010 and 
June 2011. 
 
Resumen 
Se presentan los primeros registros confirmados de 
Pionites leucogaster para Colombia. Tres avistamientos de 
estas aves provienen de los bosques inundados de várzea 
en la Isla Ronda y el norte de la Ribera del Río Amazonas 
en marzo de 2008 (incluyendo un registro fotográfico), 
junio de 2010 y junio de 2011. 
 
 
White–bellied Parrot Pionites leucogaster is fairly 
common in humid forest and wooded habitats in the 
Amazon. It is generally found south of the Río Amazon in 
Bolivia, Brazil, and Peru but considered possibly to occur 
in Colombia (Hilty & Brown 1986), since it is found on 
the adjacent southern bank of the Río Amazon in Peru. The 
species has never previously been reported or confirmed in 
Colombia to our knowledge and it has not been featured 
previously in Colombian checklists (Salaman et al. 2001, 
2008, 2010). 
 
Elaise Antonio Cuao–Carranza made two observations of 
the same species, on one occasion obtaining a 
photographic record. The first sighting was of eight 
individuals in flooded várzea forest on Isla Ronda 
(04°09'S, 69°59'W) in March 2008 (Figure 1) and a flock 
of 15 White–bellied Parrots at Lago Tarapoto (03°47'S, 
70°23'W), beside Puerto Nariño in June 2010. 
 
At 10.00 a.m. on 3 June 2011, while birding in flooded 
várzea forest at the mouth of Quebrada Pichuna (4° 
8.119'S 70° 0.083'W), 400 m opposite Isla Ronda, in 
Amazonas dept, Juan Carlos Luna located a flock of eight 
White–bellied Parrots. They were easily recognizable from 
the Black–headed Parrot (Pionites melanocephalus) by 
their peachy yellow crown and nape, rather than black 
crown. Also the thighs, ventral area and undertail coverts 
were yellowish, suggesting that the subspecies P. 
leucogaster xanthomerius was involved. No photograph 

was taken as birds were high in the canopy and 
digiscoping from the canoe was not possible. 
 
The appearance of the species in flooded várzea forests on 
river islands and the northern bank of the Rio Amazon 
between March and June, coincides with highest flood 
stages of the Río Amazon, suggesting that the species’ 
occurrence in Colombia may be seasonal and is unlikely to 
be related to escaped birds. These records represent the 
first records for Colombia. 
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Figure 1. Three individuals of White–bellied Parrot 
Pionites leucogaster xanthomerius photographed in March 
2008 on Isla Ronda, Dpto Amazonas. Photo © Elaise 
Antonio Cuao–Carranza. 
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