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Abstract

We discuss records of two escaped parrot species for
Colombia. Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus is
previously known as an escapee but unconfirmed. Details of
a specimen and sight and sound recording are presented.
The first records of Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua
galerita, based on observations and sound recordings, are
also presented. The observations of these two species were
made on the same locality and date (Humedal Jaboque,
Bogota).

Resumen

Se discuten registros de dos especies de loros exdéticos en
Colombia.  Melopsittacus  undulatus se  conocia
anteriormente como especie escapada, pero sin
confirmacion. Se presentan detalles de un espécimen,
observaciones y grabaciones recientes. Los primeros
registros para Cacatua galerita, basados en observaciones y
grabaciones, también son presentados. Las observaciones
de estas dos especies fueron realizadas en el mismo lugar y
fecha (Humedal Jaboque, Bogota).

Introduction

The study of introduced bird species in Colombia has only
recently begun in earnest, with the national check-list
recently including such species in a special category
(Donegan et al. 2009, 2010, 2011) and the recent publication
of a compendium of escaped species for the country
(Baptiste et al. 2010). Parrots are among the most common
cagebirds, so exotics of this family are prone to being
recorded as escapees. To date, only two species are treated
as known from escapees in Colombia, namely Budgerigar
Melopsittacus undulatus (see Ordofiez 1992, Donegan et al.
2009) and Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus (Donegan et al.
2011) both of which are treated as "hypothetical” as well as
escaped, owing to a lack of confirmed records (Salaman et
al. 2010). A further species, Rose-ringed Parakeet
Psittacula krameri, occurs in captivity but is not yet reported
to have escaped (Baptiste et al. 2010).

In addition, various parrots are known to have escaped from
birds captured in different parts of the country, producing
records and at times establishments outside of species'
known ranges (e.g. Aratinga pertinax in Bogota and San
Andrés island: ABO 2000, Donegan & Huertas 2011; and
various Ara macaws in Medellin: Lara-Vasquez et al. 2007).
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It is important to keep track of introduced and escaped
species, so as to document historical information as to
introductions and to monitor species which may raise
conservation concerns (Lever 2005). This paper details
confirmed records of two escaped parrot species not
previously considered ‘confirmed' for Colombia.

Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus

The natural range of this species is in Australia, with
successful introductions reported in Japan (Lever 2005) and
Florida, United States of America (Wenner & Hirth 1984)
and escapees turning up in many parts of the world (Lever
2005). The species is previously considered to be known
only from sight records in Colombia, with records in Bogota
(Ordofiez 1992, Donegan et al. 2009), Valle del Cauca and
Medellin (Baptiste et al. 2010). The latter authors treat it as
an introduced species for Colombia, whereas Salaman et al.
(2010) treated it as escaped and known only from
observations.  The budgie is a common cagebird in
Colombia, found frequently in houses and pet shops.

A recent confirmed record was made by OC at Humedal
Jaboque, Bogota (04°42'26"N, 74°07'40"W, 2,300 m) on 5
December 2011 (recording available at XC91781). A small
flock was observed (~10 individuals) and sound-recorded at
the humedal near to rio Bogoté but birds were not seen on a
subsequent visit on 6 December. No photograph was taken.

There is also a Colombian specimen (ICN unnumbered, Fig.
1) which lacks any label, so has no locality or date data. It is
however apparently based on a bird captured in a free-flying
state in Bogota (F. G. Stiles pers. comm. 2012).

The Budgerigar can now be considered confirmed as an
escaped species in Colombia on account of these records.

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita

The natural range of this species is in Papua New Guinea,
Australia and nearby islands (Lever 2005). It has been
recorded as an escapee in several countries, with
establishments in Indonesia and New Zealand (Lever 2005,
Heather & Robertson 1997). Although a known cagebird
throughout the world, there are no reported Colombian
records and it is not as common in captivity as the
Budgerigar.
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Figure la-c. Photographs of specimen of Budgerigar
Melopsittacus undulatus. T. Donegan, June 2012.

Sound recordings were made at Humedal Jaboque, Bogota
(04°42'26"N, 74°07'40"W, 2,300 m) by OC on 5 December
2011 (recording available at XC91783, 91785 and in the
background to XC91781 above). It was found common on
this date and also on 6 December 2011, with a small flock of
¢.5 individuals observed, again at the side of the humedal
near to the rio Bogotd. No photograph was taken.
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The occurrence of these two escaped species at the same
time suggests that various escaped parrots had been recently
liberated in the area, although the origin of the birds
involved is not known. Several Mallards Anas platyrhynchos
were also present, but this is a known introduced species in
Bogotad's lakes (Salaman et al. 2008) and its presence
probably unrelated to the parrots.

Figure 2. Sonograms of (A-B) Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Cacatua galerita and (C-D) Budgerigar Melopsittacus
undulatus. A. Humedal del Jaboque, Bogota, Colombia
(XC91785: O. Cortés). B. Sherbrooke Forest, Belgrave,
near Melbourne, Australia (XC98467: P. Aberg). Note the
general similarity of the final call from Australia and the
first from Colombia. C. Humedal del Jaboque, Bogota,
Colombia (XC91781: O. Cortés). D. Damboring Lakes,
Australia (XC40579: M. Harper).
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Coreccion / Correction

Uno de las grabaciones de Schiffornis
(XC42945) citadas se considera de otra
especie. One of the Schiffornis recordings
cited (XC42945) is considered to be of
another species.

Aunque el documento original no es claro,
la siguiente citacion fue incorrecta:
Although the original document is unclear,
the following citation is incorrect:

Tamaris—Turizo et al. (2010).

Tamaris—Turizo, D., Villa de L., C., Utria—
Ortega, G. & Manjarrés—Morron, M.
2010. O10- El Cerro Takarkuna y su
importancia para la diversidad de la
avifauna en la Serrania del Darién —
Colombia. Resiimenes del Congreso — 111
Congreso Colombiano de Zoologia.

Debio haber sido: It should have been:

Ruiz Ovalle & Hurtado (2010)

Ruiz Ovalle, J. M. & Hurtado, A. 2010.
010- ElI Cerro Takarkuna y su
importancia para la diversidad de la
avifauna en la Serrania del Darién-
Colombia. Resiimenes del Congreso — 111
Congreso Colombiano de Zoologia.

Los autores piden disculpas a Juan Miguel
Ruiz Ovalle y Adriana Hurtado por no citar
apropiadamente el resumen de su estudio y
esperamos que los editores de resumenes de
congresos, en adelante, publiquen las citas
de los autores en forma menos ambigua.

The authors apologize to Juan Miguel Ruiz
Ovalle and Adriana Hurtado for not duly
citing the abstract of their study and call on
editors of conference abstracts to be less
ambiguous in their presentation of author
details in future.
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